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the United States is eligible for docu-
mentation under this part. This in-
cludes, but is not limited to, vessels 
used exclusively for recreational pur-
poses and vessels used in foreign trade. 

§ 67.7 Vessels requiring documenta-
tion. 

Any vessel of at least five net tons 
which engages in the fisheries on the 
navigable waters of the United States 
or in the Exclusive Economic Zone, 
Great Lakes trade, or coastwise trade, 
unless exempt under § 67.9(c), must 
have a Certificate of Documentation 
bearing a valid endorsement appro-
priate for the activity in which en-
gaged. 

§ 67.9 Vessels excluded from or exempt 
from documentation. 

(a) A vessel of less than five net tons 
is excluded from documentation. 

(b) A vessel which does not operate 
on the navigable waters of the United 
States or in the fisheries in the Exclu-
sive Economic Zone is exempt from the 
requirement to have a Certificate of 
Documentation. 

(c) A non-self-propelled vessel, quali-
fied to engage in the coastwise trade is 
exempt from the requirement to be 
documented with a coastwise endorse-
ment when engaged in coastwise trade: 

(1) Within a harbor; 
(2) On the rivers or lakes (except the 

Great Lakes) of the United States; or 
(3) On the internal waters or canals 

of any State. 
(d) A vessel exempt from the require-

ment to be documented by paragraph 
(b) or (c) of this section may be docu-
mented at the option of the owner, pro-
vided it meets the other requirements 
of this part. 

§ 67.11 Restriction on transfer of an in-
terest in documented vessels to for-
eign persons; foreign registry or op-
eration. 

(a) Unless approved by the Maritime 
Administration— 

(1) A documented vessel or a vessel 
last documented under the laws of the 
United States may not be placed under 
foreign registry or operated under the 
authority of a foreign country. 

(2) A documented vessel or a vessel 
last documented under the laws of the 
United States owned by a citizen of the 

United States as defined in section 2 of 
the Shipping Act, 1916 (46 U.S.C. app. 
802), may not be sold, mortgaged, 
leased, chartered, delivered, or other-
wise transferred to any person who is 
not a citizen of the United States as 
defined in section 2 of the Shipping 
Act, 1916 (46 U.S.C. app. 802). 

(b) The restrictions in paragraph 
(a)(2) of this section do not apply to a 
vessel that has been operated only as: 

(1) A fishing vessel, fish processing 
vessel, or fish tender vessel as defined 
in 46 U.S.C. 2101; 

(2) A recreational vessel; or 
(3) Both. 

NOTE: For purposes of carrying out its re-
sponsibilities under the provisions of this 
part only, the Coast Guard will deem a vessel 
which has been documented exclusively with 
a fishery or recreational endorsement or 
both from the time it was first documented, 
or for a period of not less than one year prior 
to foreign transfer or registry, to qualify for 
the exemption granted in paragraph (b) of 
this section. 

(c) The exemption in paragraph (b) of 
this section does not relieve all vessels 
from meeting the fishery endorsement 
requirements of this part. If your ves-
sel is less than 100 feet in length and is 
a fishing vessel, fish processing vessel, 
or fish tender vessel as defined in 46 
U.S.C. 2101, you must meet the fishery 
endorsement requirements set out in 
this part. Each vessel 100 feet and 
greater in length applying for a fishery 
endorsement is regulated by the Mari-
time Administration requirements 
found in 46 CFR part 356. 

[CGD 89–007, CGD 89–007a, 58 FR 60266, Nov. 
15, 1003, as amended by USCG–1999–6095, 65 
FR 76575, Dec. 7, 2000] 

§ 67.12 Right of appeal. 
Any person directly affected by a de-

cision or action taken under this part 
by or on behalf of the Coast Guard may 
appeal therefrom in accordance with 
subpart 1.03 of this chapter. 

§ 67.13 Incorporation by reference. 
(a) Certain material is incorporated 

by reference into this part with the ap-
proval of the Director of the Federal 
Register under 5 U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 
CFR part 51. To enforce any edition 
other than that specified in paragraph 
(b) of this section, the Coast Guard 
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